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Terrific Blow Dealt
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BRITISH DELIVER SMASHING
BLOW AGAINST THE GERMANS
OVER A TWELVE-MILE FRON

* % * =

Advance From Southeast of Arras to Lens to a Depth of From Two to Three Miles—
Scores of Villages and Fortified Positions Are Captured—British Troops Moved
Forward With Never a Look Behind After Their Gunfire Had Demolished and
Flattened the Trench Systems of the Enemy—Germans Taken by Surprise Sur-
rendered in Thousands, the Day’s Bag Numbering 6,000.

Famous Vimy Ridge the Scene of Many Gory Batiles
Was Stormed and Carried by Warriors from Canada

Men From the Dominion Occupied the Place of Honor in the Big Advance—Were
Flanked on Either Side by the Best English and Scotch Formations — Attained
the Crest of the Ridge and In Addition Took 2,000 Germans Prisoner.

IN FRANCE, vui

London

Api*® 9—(From a

ITH THE BRITISH ARMIES fia L v Apr® 9—(From ¢
staff eorrespondent of the Associated Press)—The war on the western front,

which has been moving more rapidly in the last five weeks,

swing today.

Widening their attacks, which they have been directing

full
.i.’i“‘

broke into

acainst

re tll:llillg Germans in the seetor of the Somme, the British struek still farther north,
and in a sevies gf assavlt on a broad. front, with Arras move o less ¢he pivotak peint,
they drove the Germans from seores of important positions, penet rated far into the

German lines and inflieted

heavy casnalties.

A visit to corps headquarters this afternoon indieated that the number of prisoners

taken in the last 12 hours exceed five
pounds, built to receive prisoners which were expected to be
erowded Tong before noon, although the prineipal attack did not begi

after dawn.

thousand.

The barbed wire

Soeqees™ or eom-
;Jll\t'h wWEre over-
n until shortly

The heaviest fighting today developed along a line a fow miles southeast of Arras,
in the northly diveetion of the neighborhood of Lens, but the actions extended far in

the direction of St. Quentin.

In the territory

captured today was the

famous Vimy

ridge, which had been fought over time and time again ever sinee the war was ten

manths old.

The French had fought desperately

In an epdeavor . ke this vantage
point, the battles costing both hellig-
eronts intold casualties Back of the
northern end of Vimy ridge lig the |
principal coal flelds of ¥rande, which |
ave st in German hands
Gelory for OUnnada.
The fighting Vin 1 - was
1 our by llt Canndlans who re-

n the ridge 1
roup was Lhe

--T the Uann-

oftizh bat-
‘. pitie, there
The irre- |0
' arY "I 'h!‘
] assault
v Lthe e rIH
-'T labyrin

™
bands of wire
cause of ii= sRAp
vlrimed this =ty
unasaptlahle but

' I""t H'\ 1. '
Prisoners had pro-
: point practically
wesping over il to-
k with it nearly a

1t nd they captured
n dutil B 1 1 three German
hattalion comnar who compare
in rank with o Is In the Britlsh
ATmy The Canaidlans took (] 5]
prisoners
Germans Were Dazed,
It was wnld everywhere along the

nttacking line that 1l
peared to have hoen t
and only in a few ins
put ap a strong fight
thHis was that the
dared by the British
the Jast ter davs
From the high ground
AITas A panoramic

(e reason [or
had Yeen fairky

viFPw for many

PTE. KENYON OF VANCOUVER

artillory fire of |

werlooking |

| milex of the RBritish attack was pre-
sented. The congpontration of gun or
this operation was probahly the great
est for o given amount of front, sinee
the war began. Almost countless g

| had taken part 0 the bhombardme
sinee The begitning, bhut it was not un-
11l jast nieht that many masked but-

| Tormirs _tn;”u.} in

verwhelming  Inferno,

Approaching the battlel w
before dawn, o fleciion 1
Eun flashes agnin: the low-h
clovds gavee the inevitable o
| LN | | ontinun

long :[.'
wonderfy i
wiurfare ¢ i
us 1f sud -
of an w1
dov |t. tInr A i1f-,\'. tongaes of flar
oo I socn flashing from hundr

hundreds of guns, like =
| white-hot serpents fangs. Th
were playing upon the ridges I
up in the distance enveloped I
ness, nupon which lay the

lines Thers was as yet n
The Germans had becomo ned
to receive dally “strafes” o

upon

British and they were sending up -

routine star shelis. and trench flar

~R
Weather Was Stormy,

Az dawn approached, the Rritis
batteries one hy one hecame l1'|'1' 13
silent For half an hour the st
was almast oppressive.  The '--'
finkhes disappeared all - this  time.
| however, the German star shelis and
fiares wers ascendinz with the sams
meonotanons regularity which

| front.

ESCAPES FROM PRISON CAMP

ONDON, April f.—Threes Cana-
dian escapad prisoners have |

resched London: Privates H. 8
Kenvon, of Vancouver, oaptured
At 8t Elol, In April 18168, G, Langials
of Montreal. oaptared April 1815,

in

and B, B. Gray, mounted rifles, en-
listed in the west, captured &t Ypres |
June 1516,

“In one prison four of us” Kenyon
said, “were put In a dark cell, seven
feer by reslve It was flthy. The:
turted on the steam till the place was
80 unbearably hot that we had 1o take
off all ouwr clothes and le omn the |
flvor. Even then we could hardls
breathe. For the [frst 24 hours of
this we had neither fond nor water.
Then they gave us each s rsilom of
about meven ounces to Iaxt three days.’

Private Langlais war taken to Sol-
tau, Trom where many men wWers Aent
1o work in the salt miner “Thix™ he
mild, "is terrible work. 1 have sean
o hoye come back from the mines
with thelr hands eaten away by the
Bait men are forced to work

&t the point of the bayonel which

the Germans are hot slow o use”
| Shy on Foodd.

For the greater part of mine months
Imprisenment, Gray was working in
a ratlway carriage shop, at Duishurg
| near Dusseldorfl. There was a pas-
ticulariy brutsl doctor who Intariably
refused to allow men to go away sick
Condition®s al Duishurg Grr.'_' nr-|
were very bad. Byversbody was hu
BTy, Fre quently German officers
| wonld beg the Britiah prisoners ‘{ ut-l
them a small tin of Tood, for whick
ihey were refdy 1o pay almost any
| |sum ;

All the men complain bitterly of 1

trentment by their captors snd agr

| i deseribing the food inadeguate and
not fit for pizgs. Had 1t not been for
a continuous =upply of paroris 1rr~ugh
[the Canading Red Croge they wonld
have beon hall sturved. in rags and
bootiess. Tourteen days in the oells
on & hrend and water diet was the
punishment for attempts to escape.
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| Canadian Troops Carry Famous Vimy Ridge
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Prisoners Taken

GLORIOUS PART WAS PLAYED
BY THE MEN FROM DOMINION
[N CAPTURE OF VIMY RIDGE

Strongest Defensive Position of the Germans on the Western Front Was Cleared of
ps—Were Given the Place of Honor in Great Brit-
ish Advance—Teutons Were Swept From the Crest While Over Two Thousand Sub-
mitted to Capture—Seven Hours After Battle Began Ridge Had Been Cleared—
Terrific Artillery Fire Had Pounded the German Stronghold.

Historic Achievement of Canada’s Soldiers

Was in Conformity With Their Past Record

Traumpn in WESt Casuaities Considering the Extent of the Engagement and the Success Won Are Re-

i i

April S.—An i
vaiunee of from two (o thiree
miles has Ievn nande by

Ll
British troops oo @ !~---n|1

extending from Hoalnssur-Ca

INDOXN,

sontheast of Aras, to Given
eh-tsobedle, o distane a
12 miles, The oif roepori
from army hesdquarters in Frapoe
mp xe= Thils AnneneeTn a1 tankeht,
wnd wids that the adv
tinnes, The Gapns Vi
wus curvid by Canmud

Th amls of G
were takon by tl-
1 2 w'eloek this ul G 11\- wmy, B 516
idmding 110 gy paseeid

through the ro u'-.n:_- ~tations and

acconding o the offivial report
niany more remsbsd to e eoani-
ok

The text of the statement reads:

“The operations continme o I
carviesd  out sneeesfully in ac-
vomlance with the  plan, Uar
troops have \ll'.“ll"(t stormd
the encmy defenses from Penin-
stir-Connul ot outskirts nl'
Givenchy-cn-Golwite, 10 & dept

of 2 o & miles, ol onr al-h.ull W
continues,

“The enemy’s forward defonses
on this fromt,  fncluding  Viny
riddee, which was carried by the
Canading troops, were  captared
early I the morning.  These de-
fensps comprise a net work of
tremchies and l--.-'::----! !-u-:.‘.-m-_
NeuviliesVitasse, Telegraph WL

Tilloy Lee Molfinines, Oheerye wlan
Hidee, St Danvent, Dligay, Les
1!“’ pls and La Folie farm.
wSulseguently our 1roops Hmv'_d
forwand um! eaptursd i|\ enemy 4
including

rearwant  defeuases, in
adidition in ul]n Gl L ! trench
L33 u'ns the Tortinied localties of
Fewtely Uh || Iu de Peuchy, Hy-
derhad Redoubr, Athies amd The-
lus. L |

“Up to 2 pam. 3816 prisoners
Inclnding 118 officers,  passed
thromeh the recvlving siatbons,
ard  Euans nain  to be

w harme number
winn divisions,
fievedd htnvy in to-

countisl, OF
helong t

who hin

“The captiored war material in-
eludes  guns amd a number of
trench mortars and machine guns,
whitch have ot yot been counted

“In the ttan: of Cambral
farther prosress lns b s i
ithe peishhorbood of Havorineonr]
worl, We have eaptured the vil-
lage of Demicourt

“In the drection of St Quentin
we captured the village of Pon-
tren sml Lo Verguier,

“The nerinl activity of the past
few days has continned with greal
envrgy.  Several snoovssful bomb-
ing ralds were carriesl out by ws,

i

our machine=s co-operating  with
our artillery with zood results,
Two hostiic machines were (de-

stroyed and 15 others were driven
down, and probably crudhed Twon
Grernnn kite halloops "o
hrought down in MNames  Ten of
our alrplanes are missing."”
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ported to Be Light —Enemy Planned Counter-attack But His Forces Were Shat-
tered by Heavy Artillery Fire—Spirit of Infantry Made Victory Certain.

ANADIAN HEADQUARTERS IN FRANCE, via London, April 9.—(By the Cana-
dian overseas correspondent ).—The erest of the Vimy
The wi defensive position of the enemy on the

captured by the army of Siv Douglas Haig, and the

ridge has been earried.
stronge western front has been
Canadian corps had the place of
great event, being strongly supported by some of the mwst famous of the
British formations, :

in the

T';l-‘ ;li[;u'k was 'Ill"‘l‘-'i[l'll ||_w.' a Imlnil:ll‘u]lltr-l‘t \\'Ili--Ij e-n]ni]ml-ll t'n]' s‘!"‘l'l‘.'l] fl;l_\'::. .'lnl]
uns of the heaviest ealibre, formerly used on only the higgest hattleghips,
part, The results of this artillery coneentr
were the same as in the battle of the
Aeroplanes {lyving could find only shapeless masses of
£t line had been,

By Saturday afternoon, Thelus, the chief village held by the enemy on the ridge,
and Iving dud enst of Neuville St. Vaast, was pounded out of all recognition, with only

hul}:

ation as revealed by aerial observa-

tion, Summe.

churned earth where the

enemy & i

=t

two houses standing.  Prisoners taken told of heavy enemy losses. Even in deep dug-
outs, where the Gernans had hoped to be reasonably safe in that rain of death, no
salety was to be found .'il!_‘-"\\‘.i!-!'v_
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