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COMMANDS CANADIAN

SMASHINGBRITISH DELIVER GLORIOUS
PARyVASPUYED

BLOW AGAINST THE

OVER A TWELVE--

Strongest Defensive Position of the Germans on the Western Front Was Cleared ofAdvance From "Southeast of Arras to Lens to a Depth of From Two to Three Miles-Sc-ores

of Villages and Fortified Positions Are Captured British Troops Moved

Forward With Never a Look Behind After Their Gunfire Had Demolished and

Flattened the Trench Systems of the Enemy Germans Taken by Surprise Sur-

rendered in Thousands, the Day's Bag Numbering 6,000. -

the Enemy by the Canadian Troops Were Given the Place of Honor in Great Brit-

ish Advance Teutons Were Swept From the Crest While Over Two Thousand Sub-

mitted to Capture Seven Hours After Eattle Began Ridge Had Been Cleared
--Terrific Artillery Fire Had Pounded the German Stronghold.

istoric Achievement of Canada's SoldiersFamous Vimy Ridge the Scene of Many Gory Battles

Was Stormed and Carried by Warriors from Canada Was in Conformity With Their Past Record

Casualties Considering the Extent of the Engagement and the Success Won Are Re-

ported to Be Light Enemy Planned Counter-attac- k But His Forces Were Shat-

tered by Heavy Artillery Fire Spirit of Infantry Made Victory Certain.

Men From the Dominion Occupied the Place of Honor in the Big Advance Were

Flanked on Either Side by the Best English and Scotch Formations Attained
the Crest of the Ridge and In Addition Took 2,000 Germans Prisoner.

HEADQUARTERS IX FRANCE, via London, April 9. (By the
CANADIAN

correspondent). The crest of the Vimy ridge has been carried.
The strongest defensive position of the enemy on the western front has been

captured by the army of Sir Douglas Ilaig, andjhe Canadian corps had the place pf
honor in the great event, being strongly supported by some otthe most famous" of the
British formations. ' ' ' ' ' '

' The attack was preceded by a bombardment which continued for several days, and
in which guns of the heaviest calibre, formerly used on only the biggest battleships,
took part. The results of this artillery concentration as revealed by aerial observa-

tion, were the same as in the battle of the Somme.

Aeroplanes flying could find only shapeless masses of churned earth where the
enemy's first line had been.

By Saturday afternoon, Thelus, the chief village held by theenemy on the ridge,
and lying due ea.sL.of Neuville St. Vaast, was pounded out of all recognition, with only
two houses standing. Prisoners taken told of heavy enemy losses. Even in deep dug-

outs, where the (Jermans had hoped to be reasonably safe in that rain of death, no

safety was to be found anywhere.

THE BRITISH ARMIES-I- FRANCE, via London, Apr 9. (From a
WITH correspondent of the Associated Press). The war on the western front,

which has been moving more rapidly in the last five weeks, broke into full

swing today. Widening their attacks, which they have been directing against the

retreating Germans in the sector of the Somine, the British struck still farther north,;
jmd in a series assault on a broad .front vvitiavXrjras mtxtos less petite
they drove the Germans from scores of important positions, penetrated far into the
German lines and inflicted heavy casualties.

A visit to corps headquarters this afternoon indicated that the number of prisoners
taken in the last 12 hours exceed five thousand: The barbed wire "cages" or com-

pounds, built 1o receive prisoners which were expected to be taken, were over-

crowded long before noon, although the principal attack did not begin until shortly
after dawn.

The heaviest fighting today developed along" a line a few miles southeast of Arras,
in the northly direction of the neighborhood of Lens, but the actions extended far in
the direction of St. Quentin. In the territory captured today was the famous Vimy
ridge, which had been fought over time and time again ever since the war was ten
months old.

TROOPS IN FRANCE

GENERAL liVXU

Official Story
Of Big British

Trimnpfi in West

Anril 9. An

LOXDOX. from two to three
Ihn-- made . by

HritiU troofw on a front
extending: from Hciiin-Mir-t'ojot-

southeast of Anas, to tilvcncoy-on-tiolifll- c.

a ttiMtincv-- of alHV.it
12 'mllcx. The official report
from army headiiii.trtci s in Franco
ntu'ues this aimotuuiwnt tonight,
and aciiis that the advance con-

tinues The famous Vimy ridge
was curried hy Canadian troops.

Thousands of tier'1" prisoners
were taken by the British. l"

to 3 o'clock this afternoon. 5.81ft-i- -w

hiding. H. '"itrjprn passed .

tiirouith the reecivinc stations ami
according to the official reiKirt,
ntany more remained to lie isunl-ee- l.

The text of the statement reads:
"The operations continue to b

carried out in ac-

cordance with the plan. Our
troops have everywhere stormed
the enemv defenses from Oenin-sur-Con-

to the outskirts of
f.ivenchv-en-tiohell- e, to depth
of 2 to 3 miles, and our advance
continues.

"The enemy's rorward defenses
on this front. Including itny
ridge, which was carried hy the
Canadian troops, were captured
early in the morning. These de-

fenses .comprise Jinet work of
trendies anil fortified hxulities

cuvilIe-Vitoss- e, Telegraph Hill.
Tillny 1eat Moiflalnes, Observation
Kiiic'e, St. Ijuironl, Blifiny, Ijcs
Tillciils anil 1j Folie farm.

"Subsequently our troops moved
forward and captured the enemy's
rearward defenses, including in
addition to other powerful trench
systems, the fortified localities of
1'euichv t'hnpelle de Feuchy. cl'

Redoubt, Athies and The-l- u.

" ',
"Vp to 2 p.m.. .".8t6 prisoners

including 119 officers, passed
through the receiving stations,
and manv more remain to he
counted. Of these a larye. number
lolons to the Bavarian dUMons.
who have suffered heavy Jn to-

day's fighting.
"The captured war material in-

cludes puns and a nnmlior of
trench mortars and machine guns,
which have not yet been counted.

"In the direction of Cambrai
further progress has hern made in
the neighborhood of Havorinoonrt
wood. We have raptured the vil-

lage of Ieniieonrt.
"In the direction of St. Qnentin

we captured tiie village of I'on-tre- u

and Ijo Verguier.
"The aerial activity of the past

few days has continued wllh great
energy." Scleral successful bomb-

ing raids were-- carried out by us,
our machines with

' our artillery with good results.
Two hostile machines were de-

stroyed and 15 others were driven
down, and probably crushed. Two
t.ernian kite balloons were
brought down in flames. Ten of
our airplanes are missing."

ed smoke, Fhells which had burst
into pillars of fire by night now ap-

peared as black fountains springing
from the earth. There was an oc-

casional flash to the shrapnel hursts,
but generally they flew in merely puff
balls of smoke. The roar, however,
was always the same.

The sun broke through the clouds
Just before noun, as the. British were
breaking through the third and fourth
Germah lines.

TODAY
West End of Wards Three and

Four Liberal association meeting,
41 f Tenaer street west, 5 p. nr.

Regular mat tir.g of .Board of
Trade, board room?. 8 p.m.

Prof.' F. M. Clement addresses
One Ratepaye-- s' association.

Point Grey, on 'Tlar-tin- and rare
of a Vegetable Garden," Bhaugh-pesfi- y

school. S p.m.
Murdoch and Juvenile

of Winnipeg, Emf.ress
theatre. S.20 p.m.
AVKM'E "Nearly Msrried,-PP.PHF.r- M

Vaudeville.
I,AVTAGKS-Vatid--i!!- e.

rOLl'MIUA Vaudeville.
COLONIAL "Keward of tha

Faithless."
POM IN I O Y "ParcdevSl

" tj."REX Clark.
G1BK "The Bludgeon."

The Front h had fought desperately
In an endeavor to take this vantage
point, the buttles costing both bellig-
erents untold casualties. Back of th,e
northern end of Vimy ridge lie the.

principal coal fields of France, which
arc still in German hands.

t.lory fop t'nnada.
The fighting on Vimy ridge was

carried out hy the Canadians who re-

tained a footing on the ridge all the
winter, but always higher up was the
enemy. On either side of the Cana-
dians were English and Scottish bat-
talions, and in today's battle, there
was glory enough for all. The irre-
pressible "tanks" also shared in the
honors of the successful assault.

One position captured to the north-
east of Arras was a sort of labyrinth
of trenches enmeshed in multiple
bands of wire, called "The Harp," be-
cause of it a shape.' Prisoners had pro-
claimed this strong point practically
unassailable but, sweeping over it to-

day, the British took with, it nearly a
thousand prisoners and they captured
also during the day three German

, battalion commanders, who compare
in rank with colonels in the British
army. The Canadians took 2,000
prisoners.

Germans Wore Pared. .
It was said everywhere along the

attacking line that the Germans ap-

peared to have been taken by surprise,
and only In a few instances did they
put up a strong fight. One reason for
this was that they had been fairly
dajted by the British artillery fire of
the last ten days.

From the high ground overlooking
Arras a panoramic view for many

positions. Long after they had been
driven from groundthe (Jermans on the hill continued to
sweep the points of approach with
their machine guns.

Were Shattered.
Encouraged by this show of iesist-- 8

nee on what otherwise vat a stricken
field, the enemy began to send up re-
serves in trains from Lens and Oouai.
and perhaps a greater distance, with
the intention of making st counter-
attack. That attack wim never made.
As reports came in from the front and
from the aviators of this mussing of
the enemy beyond Viuiy and the
trenches in the vicinity, a tremendous
barrage was turned on it by our heavy
guns; the range being too great for
field artillery.

Probably for the first time in the
war weapons were used for
this purpose at very long range. This
splendid of the artilleryarm in preventing a heavy counter-
attack did much to lessen our casual-
ties on a difficult part of the front.

Captured by Noaa.
On the southern end of the Cana-

dian sectors, the Germans yielded
ground more readily than in the
north. Many prisoners were token,
and as for Thelus. which had been
strongly held before, our guns ham-
mered it to pieces. It did not long
hold out. .. . ..

By 1J:S0 o'clockj-sev- en hours after
the battle began, no organized body of
the enemy remained on Vimy ridge
except the mort concealed of the ma-
chine guns on Hill 145.

r--- Casualties Light.
Of the casualties It only can be said

that they are surprisingly light, es-

pecially In view of the importance of
the ground won. The prisoners taken
in the Canadian advance aione prob-
ably amount close to 2,001. The Brit-
ish troops in the adjacent sector cap-
tured over S.oof),

Our men were splendid, and are
proud that they were counted worthy
to furnish a striking force in so im-

portant an operation as the recapture
of Vimy ridge.

Iear 1o Canadian.
No ground in all France is more

dear to the hearts of tha French peo-

ple than the front in which the Cana-
dians set out to drive the enemy from
his position on the ridge of Vimy. Tha
chapel of Notre Dame De Lorette;
Kouohez and the sugir refinery there,
to conquer the crumbling ruins of
which men during the war had died
In thousands; the Cabaret Rouge,
Neuviliu St. Vaast, the Labyrinth
these are names that will be forever
glorious for the Canadian memory In
France.

In the spring cf 1915. before the
tremendoua dramas of Verdun and
the Somme had been ceaeeived, the
armv of France made the first great
attempt to drive the entrenched
enemy from his positions here. The.

progress made, reckoned In miles, was
Hlmost negligible, but the French
learned on the ridges and in the long
shelterless slopes of this difficult
ground the lessons that enabled hem
and their allies to win at Verdun' and
the Somme. ,

MONTREAL CITIZEN DEAD.

MONTREAL, April 9. The death
occurred today, after a long illness, of
Louis Pierre 1'aul Cardin. former
member of the legislative council of
Quebec, for the county of Kichelieu.
He was born on May 21, 1841, near
Sorel.

STEAM KU REPOKTFJV

NEW YORK, April 9. The Assoc.
ated Press announces that the Cunard
Line steamship Ansonla arrived herw
tonight from British port with pas-
sengers and mails.

ZZZ rT 7T' .. -. TT1 "

to assume that as a well known
Russo-Germti- n Socialist, known by
the-p- on name of Parvus, who also
came abroad just after the conference,
of the majority Socinlists, which was
called to consider the possibilities, of
the Ruasian situation, Herr Scheide-- .
mann's mission Involvejjui attuiupt to
open communication with the Russian
Socialists and Social Revolutionists of
the extreme school who favor an im-
mediate peace.

It is said that the German govern
ment has given Its support to the en-
deavors by. an assurance that no
general offensive on the Russian front
will be nndfi'taken'Tor the tim being
in order not to 'interfere; with at-

tempts tit fraternisation, the array
leaders probably considering that the
recent drive against the Stokhod
bridgehead had only a local bearing;

In a desperate attempt to blind the
eyes of the attacking enemy the Ger-
mans on Saturday endeavored to de-

stroy our observation balloons.
: Awe-inspiri- Sight.

Saturday night our guns continued
the work of devastation under con-

ditions "which made a spectacle that
was nfajertic and g. A
full moon in the east lit up the coun-

tryside with m41ow beams on the
horizon, while the flash of the guns
made a continuous pk'y-li-ke that of
the northern liuhts in the dominions,
or distant sheet lightning. This was
sharply thrown now and again by a
column of reddish yellow flames,
where on the ridge hifcft explosives
were bursting.

The gunners, with tireless energy.
continued the cannonade throughout
Easter Sunday.

The Supreme Moment.
On Monday morning came the

supreme moment, when our infantry
was called upon to go out and reap
the fruit of months of preparation.

They had endured, unwaveringly,
the answering fire of the enemy, which
however, was not comparable to ours.
Some, impatient to be at the foe, had
gone out on small wars of their own.
and it is recorded that in one of the
individual encounters in No Man's
Land, a Canadian meeting a German
pursued him after emptying his, re-
volver ineffectively at him. The Cana-
dian cast about for some other wea
pon. The only one within reach was
his steel helmet, and with the sharp
edge of that he killed the armed Ger-
man.

Such was the spirit.?? 'he infantry
who in the grey preceding the dawn.
spran,from their shelters when the
appointed time came. It was a great
occasion and greatly they met it.

Swarmed l"p the Ridge.
From the- craters which had been

organized along the. scarred front and
which resembled the opening made in
quarrying operations, the distance to
the top of the ridge ranged from 1,200
yards to a little short of a mile. There-
after the ground falls rsterly toward
the great pl;;1n of Camhrai. t"p the
ridge, amid the shattered German
trenches, our men swarmed in suc-
cessive wsves. On the northern end
a few trees along the skyline marked
where the wood of La Folie had been.
The troops advanced fhrnugh the re-
mains of an orchard.

f 1 XX f- miK lltTU li?i .

Within half an hor.r after the first
German distress rocket had been sent
up, calling for barrage fire from the
Teuton artillery and indicating a sur-
prise attack, our objective was at-
tained with slight loss.
- The "tanks" which accompanied
our advancing infantry up to the ridge
bad little to do. but were seen in ac-
tion later r.eur the erert of Vimy. on
the extreme north of the line, at, a
point ca.st of Roti-ches- where much
bard firhting took place In I !)1 S, when
thousands of men fell.

The enemy put up stiff fight at
Hill 14". which had been provided
skilfully with concealed machine gun

The glorious weather of Easter Sun-

day had disappeared, and from men-
acing black clouds overhead, rain be-

gan to fall. It was driven along by a
stinging gale left over from the abun-
dant storms of March. The storm de-

layed the coming o dawn to such an
extent, that it was still quite dark
when the moment set for the British
attack arrived.

Hurst with Volcanic Hoar.

Then, as if the myriad of guns had
been synchronized.. to the tick of a
watch, they broke the stillness with a
volcanic roar. The earth trembled
from the shock. The licking tongues
of the inferno appeared now to have
been multiplied a hundred-fold- . The
objective hills begun to writhe under
the tortures of the screaming shells.
The dark profiles of the ridges, etched
against the background of the graying
skies, were now more clearly defined
by the high explosive shells, which
burst along the ground like flaring
pots of fire. Above these, in the air,
played the shrapnel barrage, breaking
with giant fire-fl- y flashes and
hurling their leaden hail of death
on all below. The first volley scarce
had reached the German lines when
up went the ever ready signals of dis
tress and "S.O.S." calls for assistance
from the supporting artillery; Most
of the distress rockets brst in great
showers of golden rain; others looped
high in the air and broke into flaming
balls of red and green. It was dif
firnlt to realize that this was not
simply a stupendous, almost super-
natural pyrotechnic spectacle arrange
ed for the pleasure of the gods. It
was more difficult still to realize that
it was actual reality of war, and that
the thousands of flashes and quick
flames playing in the dawn were fun
eral torches lighting the way of souls
into eternity. '

Earth Was Red.
From the moment the great crater

erupted along the horizon, the whole
world seemed red. Under the glare
of the exploding mines which had
been dug under the enemy lines, and
out under the shells, could be seen the
British srBdiers trudging across No
Man's Land to a hand-to-han- d en
counter with the Germans. They
moved closely behind the protecting i

shell curtain sent up by their guns.
As this barrier fire moved forward

the men kept pace. It will ever be
an amazing feature "of" this war. the
absolutely cool valor with which the
men go Into action. Never the old
shouting or the impulsive rush to vie- -
tory just a slow, deliberata trudge,
not more than two or three men
grouped, and each silent, with his own
thoughts, until actual fighting with
the hitherto unsoen foe begins. Then
it is a quick surrender, a shot or a
bayonet thrust, and Uie attacking
wave moves on.

Tlmmgii V.nomy line.
.The enminj? of day changed the

magic picture of night completely, and
with almost naked suddenness. Now
the horizon was dull, with accumulat- -

miles of the British attack was pre- -'
sented. The concentration of guns for
this operation was probahly the great-
est for a given amount of front, since
the war began. Almost countless guns
had taken part in the bombardment
since the beginning, but it was not un-
til last night that many masked bat-
teries joined in.

Orrru helming Inferno.
Approaching the battlefields well

before dawn, the reflection Tf the
gun flashes against the
clouds gave the inevitable impression
of a continuous piny of sheetlightning
along the horizon. Hut when this
wonderful night picture of modern
warfare oa.me into full view, it seemed
as if suddenly one stood on the brink
of an overwhelming inferno. Looking
down into the valley, tongues of flame
could be seen flashing from hundreds
upon hundreds of guns, like so many
white-h- ot serpents-

-

fangs. The gunswere playing upon the ridges looming
up in the distance enveloped in dark-
ness, upon which lay the German
lines. mere was as yet no alarm.
The Germans had become accustomed
to receive daily "strafes'' from the
British and they were sending up only
routine star shells ana trench flares.

Weather Was Stormy.
As dawn approached, the British

batteries one by one became strangelysilent. For half an hour the stillness
was almost oppressive. The hot pitflashes disappeared all - this time,
however, the German star shells and
flares were ascending with the same
monotonous regularity which marks
the German positions along the entire
front.

at the point Of the havoret
the Germans are not slow to use."

- - Shy on Pood.
For the Greater nr of ir,a v,r,T,To,

imprisonment, Gray.-wa- s working in
a railway carnage shop, at Duisliurg.near Dusseldorf. There was a par-
ticularly brutal doctor who invariablyrefused to allom men to co svsv sick
Conditions at Duisbnrg. Gray said,were very bad. Everybody was hun-
gry. Frequently German officers
would beg the British prisoners to sell
them A small tin of food, for which
lhey were reSdy to ray almost anysum.

All the men complain bitterly of ill
treatment hy their captors and agree
in describing the food inadequate and
not fit for pigs. Had It not been for
a continuous aupnjy of parcels throughthe Canadian Ked Cross lhey would
have been half starved, in rags and
bootless. Fourteen --days In the cells
on a bread and water diet was the
punishment for attempts to escape.

PTE. KENYON OF VANCOUVER
ESCAPES FROM PRISON CAMP GERMAN SOCIALISTS TRYING

TO MAKE PEACE WITH SLAVSApril 9. Three
LONIXN, prisoners have

London: Privates H. S.
Kenyon, of Vancouver, captured

at St. Elot. in April m; O. Langlaia,
of Montreal, raptured in April 1815,
and B. B. Gray, mounted rifles, en-
listed In the west, captured at Ypres
June JBIG.

"In one prison four of us," Kenyon
said, "were put in a dark cell, seven
feet hy twelve. It was filthy. They
turned on the steam till the place was
Jfo unbearably hot. that we had to take
off ail our clothes and lie on the
floor. Even then we could hardly
breathe. For the first 24 hours of
ihis we had neither food nor water.
Then they (rave us each a ration of
about seven ounces to last three days,"

Private Lsnglais was taken to Soi-
ls u, from where many men were sent
to work in the rait mines.' "This," he
said, "is terrible work. I have seen
our boys come back .from the mines
with their hands eaten away hy the
alt. Crippled men are forced t work

via London,
COPENHAGEN, the' midst of the

America's own
preparation for participation

In ihe war and the impending German
and allied offensives in the west, it
would be wise not to lose sight of the
fact that the Germans, particularly
the SocialieS,' are working indus-
triously toward peacefrith Russia a.rtd
hare not lost hope of suceesR, despite
the discouraging ftronune.ianientoa of
a war to a victorious ei.d coming from
Petrograd.

On Secret Mission.
It Is uniiouricod in Berlin that the

Soditlist leiicl.t-r- Phtllpp Scheldenmnn,
head of the majority Socialists In tha
Holchslttg .and a politlclRR close to the
chancellor, has left Germany on "u
mission." The nature of this mission
is not specified, but there Is reason
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